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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In order to fulfill the requirements of candor and good faith set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, 
Applicants submit the present Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement for the above- 
identified application. The present Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is hereby 
requested to be entered in the record of the above-identified application by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO). The USPTO is further requested to consider each of the documents 
listed on the FORM PTO-1449 attached hereto, and to indicate such consideration by initialing 
each citation thereon. If the USPTO does not consider the documents listed on the FORM PTO- 
1449 attached hereto, the USPTO is hereby requested to place the present Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement in the file of the above-identified application, in accordance 
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with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(i). 

The FORM PTO-1449 attached hereto identifies a "Foreign Patent Document", JP 2000- 
168724, and a translation thereof, copies of which are attached hereto. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2). 
JP 2000-168724 was previously cited and considered by the Examiner as indicated by one of the 
FORM PTO-1449's attached to the USPTO Office Action dated 09/26/2005 for the above- 
identified application. The FORM PTO-1449 (attached to the USPTO Office Action) which 
cites JP 2000-168724 also cites a "European Search Report" (as an "Other Document"). The 
European Search Report, at p. 2, cites JP 2000-168724. Both JP 2000-168724 and the European 
Search Report were initialed by the USPTO Examiner on the FORM PTO-1449 (attached to the 
USPTO Office Action). 

The FORM PTO-1449 attached hereto identifies as an "Other Document" a "Notification 
of Reason for Refusal", a copy of which is attached hereto. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2). The 
"Notification of Reason for Refusal" was issued by the Japanese Patent Office for a patent 
application which claims priority based on the above-identified application. Accordingly, the 
"Notification of Reason for Refusal" is for a foreign application which is a counterpart of the 
above-identified application. MPEP § 609.04(b)(V), p. 600-154 (Rev. 3, August 2005). The 
"Notification of Reason for Refusal" refers to JP 2000-168724. 
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If a fee is required for the present Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement to be 
entered in the record of the above-identified application and considered by the USPTO, the 
USPTO is hereby requested and authorized to charge such fee to the Deposit Account No. 20- 



The USPTO is requested to direct any questions or comments relating to the above- 
identified application to the Applicants' attorney at the telephone number set forth below. 



0776. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gordon F. Belcher 
Registration No.: 33,156 
Attorney for Applicants 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 1 1791 
(973) 331-1700 
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JP 2000-168724 


06/20/2000 


Japan 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Notification of Reason for Refusal, Japanese Patent Office, Japanese Patent Application 
No. 2004-200020, December 19, 2005 (Japanese language, 2 pages, English language 
translation, 1 page). 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form 
with next communication with applicant. 



